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magnet. Some were limping, or on crutches, or with their
arms in slings, or with their heads bandaged. Others were
flushed with fever, or pale and unsteady, But all answered
to the implacable command, and the nuns and nurses could
not hold them back despite the fact that they insisted that
he was delirious and did not know what he was saying.
They merely answered, "He is calling us, He is calling
us."
And the Legionnaires, the martyred Legion, as a guard of
honour and loyalty, surrounded the bed where the officer,
panting and convulsive, soon lay motionless for ever.
When Bolin finished his account tears came to General
Franco's eyes. "Have the names of that officer and those
Legionnaires verified," he said.
Franco spent several weeks in Caceres without going out
into the street once. His life was limited to his office, near
telephones and maps. On Sundays he attended Mass in the
chapel of the house. Frequently he would check the latest
reports from the battle-front. A few hours in the afternoon
he spent visiting generals and commanding officers, who
reported news concerning their troops, aviators who reported
the investigations made on their flights, and diplomats and
foreign news correspondents.
On September 23, a very welcome surprise awaited him.
Dona Carmen Polo, the wife of the general, arrived at
Caceres from the Canary Islands. When she arrived at the
palace Franco was presiding over a meeting of commanding
officers. His wife had to wait over an hour before seeing him.
War demanded its tyrannical privileges.
On September 25, in the afternoon, the general said to his
General Staff, "To-morrow we will enter Toledo and rescue
the defenders of the Alcazar."
The prophecy of Colonel Moscard6 was about to be ful-
filled. In his Diario de operadones the colonel had written: